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Classes offered were: Computer Instruction, Opera Appreciation; Fine Arts; Poetry Writing, 
Memoir Writing. 
 
The Council on Aging had a nursing intern from Emmanuel College who worked once per 
week from September to December to assist with completing Files of Life emergency cards, 
give health seminars, and meet with individuals regarding health literacy. 
 
There were also several lectures and health screenings such as: Hearing Screening, 
Alzheimer’s Support Group; Wellesley Booksmith Author Talk; Medicare Part D Seminar; 
Living With Arthritis; “Preparing for the Unexpected” with the American Red Cross; Insomnia 
Seminar; Prescription Drug Program Seminar; “Save A Life Stroke Seminar”; “How to 
Understand Your Doctor’s Medical and Instructions and Lab Reports (Health Literacy)”; 
Reverse Mortgages; Elder Hostel; Recognizing Elder Abuse; AARP Safe Driver Program; 
Library Services; Financial Planning; Homestead Protection with Norfolk County Register of 
Deeds; and “Successful Aging in Place” with Wellesley Chief Assessor Donna McCabe, 
Springwell, Framingham Co-operative Bank, and Homeowner Options for Massachusetts 
Elders. 
 
Other activities included the annual holiday party, Springwell Annual Barbeque, Springwell 
“Carving of the Day” Lunch, free weekly movies, monthly video travel programs, Grand 
Canyon slide show and lecture, monthly Potpourri, a monthly video travel program, 
intergenerational programs (such as leaf raking and “cheer baskets” courtesy of the Wellesley 
Youth Hockey League in conjunction with the Wellesley Police Department and DPW; 
computer classes at Babson College taught by Babson student volunteers; intergenerational 
Game Day, and intergenerational Line Dancing). 
 

 
REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals consists of three permanent members and three associate 
members, each appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a three year term.  The permanent 
members on the current Board are Richard L. Seegel, Chairman, Cynthia S. Hibbard and 
David G. Sheffield.  The associate members are Robert A. Bastille, J. Randolph Becker, Vice 
Chairman and Robert W. Levy.  Lenore R. Mahoney serves as Executive Secretary. 
 
The Board of Appeals is empowered to hear and decide Appeals, Petitions for Variances, 
Findings, Comprehensive Permits and Special Permits, in accordance with the Zoning Bylaws 
of the Town and MGL Chapters 40A and 40B.  Public hearings are held at least once a month.  
The Board of Appeals office in the lower level of the Town Hall is open weekdays from 8 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m., and from 2:00 p.m. to 4 p.m.  [(781) 431-1019, ext. 208] 
 
From July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005, 20 Public Hearings were held by the Board of Appeals.  A 
total of 100 petitions were filed during that period, which was an increase of 11 cases from the 
previous year.  The Board ruled on 8 Variance requests under Section XIX (Yard Regulations) 
of the Zoning Bylaw.  There were 13 requests for Special Permits or renewal of Special 
Permits previously granted for uses not allowed by right in a Single Residence District or a 
Business District, including educational uses, two-family residences, boarding or lodging 
houses, drive-through windows, and home occupations.  Site Plan Approval under Section 
XVIA was granted for 3 Major Construction Projects.  Site Plan Approval under Section 
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XVIA was extended for 1 Major Construction Project.  Site Plan Approval under Section 
XVIA was withdrawn without prejudice for 1 Major Construction Project.  Five requests for 
Special Permits for signs were filed under Section XXIIA, which regulates billboards, signs 
and other advertising devices within the Town.  Two Appeals of the Decision of the Inspector 
of Buildings were filed under Section XXIV-C, which regulates appeals to the Permit Granting 
Authority under the Zoning Bylaw and the Zoning Act, Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General 
Laws.  One request for Comprehensive Permit was filed under Chapter 40B of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, which regulates regional planning.  The Board also heard 66 
requests for Special Permit/Findings pursuant to Section XVII, which governs pre-existing 
nonconforming structures and uses.   
 
The Board suggests that petitioners who intend to file any type of request for a hearing should 
consult the Wellesley Zoning Bylaw, which may be viewed on the Town Website:  
www.ci.wellesley.ma.us/Bylaws/Regulations/2004 Zoning Bylaws or viewed in the Board of 
Appeals office, the Building Department, or the Wellesley Public Library.  Copies of the 
Wellesley Zoning Bylaw may be purchased at the office of the Town Clerk.  Application 
forms and instruction sheets are available for all petitions in the office of the Board of Appeals.  
The Executive Secretary of the Board of Appeals is available to assist petitioners with 
information regarding the petition process and help in completing the required forms. 
 
 

 REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

 
This is the Community Preservation Committee’s (CPC) second annual report to the Town. 

The residents of Wellesley enacted the Community Preservation Act (CPA) in November 
2002.  The committee consists of nine members.  One appointed by and from each of the 
following Boards:  the Housing Authority, Recreation Commission, Natural Resources 
Commission, Historical Commission and Planning Board, and four members appointed by 
the Moderator.  The CPC is required to study the “needs, possibilities and resources” for 
community preservation in Wellesley.  It is also responsible for making recommendations to 
Town Meeting for the use of Community Preservation funds. 

Community Preservation funds originate from two sources:  a one percent surcharge on the 
local property tax bills and from State matching funds.  For the year ending June 30, 2005, 
the Town raised $591,216 through the surcharge.  There will be a 100% match from the 
Commonwealth in October, 2005. 

The CPA requires that at least 10 percent (a total of not less than 30%) of each year’s total 
funding be spent or reserved for each of the CPA’s three main purposes: open space, historic 
resources, and community housing (currently, that is about $100,000 for each of these 
purposes).  CPA funds that are not expended in one year may be “banked” or carried over to 
subsequent years.  However, once CPA funds are banked for a specific purpose, they must 
ultimately be used for the purpose for which they were banked.  At the Town’s discretion, 
the remaining 70 percent of CPA funds in each fiscal year are available to be appropriated or 
banked for one or more of four purposes: the three listed above, as well as for recreational 
uses.  In addition, subject to certain restrictions, five percent of the CPA funds raised 
annually may be used for administrative activities related to the work of the CPC. 


